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Australian Research Council - http://www.arc.gov.au/
Provides competitive research grants and fellowships, open also to international 
researchers

National Health and Medical Research Council - http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/
Provides competitive grants and fellowship for medical research, open also to 
international researchers

Universities
Universities Australia- peak body for all 39 universities 
http://www.universitiesaustralia.edu.au/
Group of Eight – most research intensive universities - http://www.go8.edu.au/
Australian Technology Network – http://www.atn.edu.au/
Innovative Research Universities - http://www.iru.edu.au/
Regional University Network - http://www.run.edu.au/

Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation -
http://www.csiro.au/
Australia’s National Research Centre, strong international linkages (also through 
Global Research Alliance), opportunities for international cooperation through 
CSIRO Flagship Collaboration Fund
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Australia in Brief
– World’s 14th largest economy

– Located in the fastest-growing region of the world

– Population is 22.5 million

– 6th largest nation (land mass);
3rd largest marine area; unique flora and fauna

– Research Intensity - Gross Expenditure on R&D/GDP – 2.24% (2008);
Business Expenditure on R&D/GDP – 1.35% (2008)*

– Australia produces 3.0% of world's publications (12th largest) with 0.3% of the world’s 
population*

– Citation impact above world average

*OECD Main Science and Technology Indicators (2012-1) / Thomson Reuters InCites



Australia’s National Research Priorities
 An Environmentally Sustainable Australia

Water resources; Transforming existing industries; Soil research; Emissions 
reduction and capture; Sustainable use of biodiversity; Developing deep earth 
resources; Responding to climate change and variability.

 Promoting and Maintaining Good Health
Infant & Childhood Health; Aged Health; Preventative healthcare; Strengthening 
social and economic fabric.

 Frontier Technologies for Building and Maintaining Australian Industries 
Breakthrough science; Frontier technologies; Advanced materials; Smart 
information use; Promoting an innovation culture & economy.

 Safeguarding Australia
Protecting critical infrastructure; Understanding our region & the world; 
Counteract the impact of invasive species; Protection from terrorism and crime; 
Transformational defence technologies.



Australia’s Science and
Technology System

ANSTO

AIMS

Learned
Academies Funding

Agencies

CSTACI41 Universities

CSIRO

Bureau of
Meteorology

Australian
Government

Policy Coordinators

PMSEIC

Chief Scientist

NHMRC

ARC

Innovation 
Ministers 
meetings

AAS

ATSE

ASSA

AAH
Rural R&D
Corporations

Geoscience
Australia

DSTO

NICTA

CCI

AAO

NMIABARES



Australian Government support for science, 
research and innovation

Australian Government Expenditure 
on Science, Research and Innovation 2011‐2012 ($m)

Source: 2011‐12 Budget Tables

Industry R&D Tax Incentives, 
1770

NHMRC and other health, 1347.1Australian Research Council 
(ARC), 810.2

Commonwealth Scientific and 
Industrial Research Organisation 

(CSIRO), 724.9

Other Australian Government 
Research Activities, 602.2

Energy and environment, 436.8

Other Science Support, 436

Defence Science and Technology 
Organisation (DSTO), 433.7

   Other Innovation Support,
 482.6

Peformance Based Block Funding, 
1775.3

Cooperative Research Centres 
(CRC), 165.2

Other R&D Support, 153.2Rural, 240.7
Other R&D Support, 6



Australian Government support – by area

















Excellence in Research Australia (ERA)





Building strategic research cooperation









• JSTCC steps to strategic research collaboration

• Identification of potential research priorities for consideration by the JSTCC

• Scientific discussions to test the depth and commonality of interests

• JSTCC consideration and adoption as a priority

• Consideration in the EU Member State processes to set the annual EU research work programs (funding calls) 
and adoption of call text targeting Australia

• Orchestration of in-principle Australian funding support for EU calls targeted at Australia

• Development of Australia-EU consortia and the preparation of call proposals

• Evaluation of funding bids

• Contract negotiation for successful proposals

• Signing of contacts and commencement of research.





• You can get it wrong!

• Identification of potential research priorities for JSTCC consideration – ASYMMETRIC!

• Scientific discussions to test the depth and commonality of interests – INTEREST 
WITHOUT COMMITMENT/CAPABILITY!

• Consideration in the EU Member State processes to set the funding calls – CAN BE 
CHALLENGING  FOR THE COMMISSION!

• Orchestration of in-principle Australian funding support for EU calls targeted at Australia –
CAN BE CHALLENGING!

• Development of Australia-EU consortia and the preparation of call proposals –
COMPETITIVE NEUTRALITY!









CAESIE CONSORTIUM
















